CHAPTER X
RELIGION AND NATIONALISM

religious conception of Jewish life does not
A necessarily exclude a Jewish nationalism, but
can give Jt only a secondary place* and allow it no
place at all if it denies the religious basis of Jewish
life. A Jew who believes that religion is the essence
and purpose of the collective life of the Jews may be
a Jewish nationalist in the sense that he desires the
establishment of a Jewish nation in Palestine. The
Agudat Israel, the organization of strict Orthodox
Jews, has been and is violently hostile to the Zionists,
Being Orthodox, its members pray for the "up-
building of Zion ", and they work for it. But they
oppose Zionism because they object to the establish-
ment of a secular Zion, which is the avowed purpose
of very many Zionists and the natural consequence
of Zionist philosophy which makes nationalism
primary iti Jewish life and religion secondary, national
feeling the essential content of " Jewishness" and
Judaism non-essential, so that for Zionism a man may
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